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WATCHES

Tzt and FhotosDr Bernard Cheong

In this Bsue, we leave the
wird of brands, marketing ard
factories bahind, ard dive imo
the stratosphenc world (in both
price and ideals) of ndividual
watchmakars — whers the
conception and bulding of a
watch is by one ndnidual alone.

This i5 cne end of the
watchmakong spacinem,
where the entire watch, from
the wheels and cogs right
ot the case itsalf is
made by only ore pair of hands
Such weichmakers number
abwrt fve

O such watchmaker is
olker Wyskoeil, 40, & Gerrran
whio 5 A traned Iﬂ"EIII'r:I::" | e
ganve up his cansar fingem Years
o o becorme a ulktime
walthrmaker, He works aone so
aality controd i absabie

skl is currently making
his first individual series of
wiistwatrhes whidh faatura a
unique time-setting medhanism
that allows for precise indsidus
setting of the hours, minutes
and hacking seconds, His
tmepiece costs €20000 at a

Frarnriuem, 4% the damands ol
accuracy and detal aliow trme
'!'-.'.rrn:-ll;." live of such watches

e be made per year. These
woalebes are rmade 1o last Jor
carlunies and constructed with
an exrers attention o detail
Syskocl| explaing the
awsence of a good watch:
“Measuning i one of the okt
irmpoirtant stages of produdng
a watch. In mry wiarkshop,
| can ‘catch’ the 2010 of a
mim easly. This is the tolerance
of most of the rmeasuring

__'Iﬂ#:: up ks engineering
carger v yesis age e Becami
a ful-time wa aker

equiprment | Finse

T weark n the lrmit
of 11 Q0mm takes a bt of
conceEntrition because | hawve
e calberate all mﬂru:._:ring
afqupment very carsfully,
agpadally the ook, which are
divided mta | O0mm Ao, |
hawe T handle the gauges with
care to avoid contarnination
of areas of contact” he says of
the painstaling and Bboricus
prooess of making a watch
single-handedly

“With high concentration,

Made By One

structed

up o a

| can use some of the | 100
gauges But it is scientificaly
rit safe. | have, for example,
micrormetens which are divided
it |1 DEK, Bt the ermore
results from the pressuning of
the contact area in the mnge of
o | 00, This happeers espedcially
wihan you measure small praots
because the cortact area is only
a line (Herzan siress).”

Designing Art

Accorging o Vyskocd, designing
a watch meovement is a kind

of art — just like hoow an artist
arranges his panting 15ng
eolours, Bruth strokes and his
paint of view,

He says that therz are
several techmegues 1o make a
fasted Finish. "f'ou can polish
he plate and wee a rodating
WIre Mo 1o produce a rmatt
finish or you can palish the
surface and blow glass pearts
with a defined dameter on
the surface

“There's akso the classic
German way where the plates
ae polished (cleaned from
all scratchec), Thereafter, you
use a speciEl sikvering powder
o sabkitian, which i kevigated
with a lap. [hen, the '5i'.|1:r'rng
will be briskad with a brush
af Garman Sheer, Shemg and
Drishing are to gres the byl
surface. Gilding the plates (s the
st step in this process”

5 Wyskoeils wateh a
rmodern German tirmepece! “in
Ty S rece, it S @ modent-day
mterpretation but not the cnly
ang which 5 possible.”

He cxplains that thera are
teo kinds of imterprstation

Dine & onentated on the
peast perormance, | he stdistic
ele;'nEnI: oo on rank 2.
Ths kind of intermpretation has
ey use A srmall balance with a

high frequancy.
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"My imterpretation s ted
up to a tradition whidh is lost
in the 70s of the last century.
At that time, the mechanical
watch had to fight against the
quartz technology and thers
was no place for the aesthetical
aspects. Before this time, the
watchrnaker postulate a big and
heavy balance with a moderate
frequency as the key' to
keeping the time most precise.

"My WA [watch] is a
continuation of this gone
tradition with absolute new
urigue features like the time-
setting mechanism,”

How long does it take to
make a watch? "This is difficult
to answer” he says. "To set up
rmachinery for cutting a pinion
can take up to five hours. The
cutting process can be done
relatively fast, Finiching the
pinion also takes a while,

"l measure the time for
rnaking a part not in hours. 1T is
more useful for me to caloulate
in days. To make a set of five
whaels will take two to three
days. The time to make a pinion
may be two days.

“Bridges are something

pinions, screws, springs and
cases are made by differant
individuals or factories, These
individuals grew to be extrermely
specialized in their particular
field. The final watchrmaker was
the “finisher” whao assermbled
the parts he chase to create
the watch he wanted, and then
starnped his name or brand
anto it

Till today, very few factories

spedial, | have never counted
the days to making bridges
because there are so many
different processes until 1:51&
bridges are finshed, These
processes are not running in
one week or one month. For
example, the process of milling
the bridges is done by beginning
the watch and the process of
finishing near the end. 5o |
don't count haurs when | build
watches. Only days.

He adds: "To build a set of
five watches takes nearly cne
year of worl because | cannot
work all the time on the watch,
| have to work in the office toal
And the ime for the building,
constructing (designing} and
calculating the watch is mot
considerad. These take an
additional ane-and-a-half to
twio vears,”

Historicalty, from the | g%
cerury, watches have more
often besn mass-produced than
handmade by single craftsmen.
The dernand for utilitarian
timepieces has created 2 system
that still worlks well today.

Mass, specialised production of
individual watch parts, wheels,

Time

lell to

ATrACTian

make the parts for the entire
watch under ane roof As such,
the work of singular craftsmen
of extraordinary finish and
defail is to be treasured. At the
estimated rate of producing no
rcre than 50 or so timepieces
in totzl by all the single
crafismen combined each year,
the dermand for their watches
is sure to exceed the supply for
decades to come, ®

“l don’t count hours when |
build watches. Only days.”
— German watchmaker Volker Vyskocil
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